
ASKING AND ANSWERING QUESTIONS

What is this developmental skill?
Asking and answedng questions allows childten to gathet information, solve ptoblems, d^rify
misunderstandings, and participate in conversations. Childten leam to ansrr/er simple factual questions before
progressing to "why," "how," and hypothetical questions.

Questioning is aiso an important tool for learning and social interaction.

How does this notmally develop?
Responsive adults natutally ask children questions thtoughout the da1, and ansrver the child's orvn questions
with patience and curiosity. These interactions teach children horv com-ersadons rvork and encourage
curiositv about the r.vorld.

How can neglect interfere with its development?
Children rvho experience neglect often participate in far fewer back-and-fotth conversations.
Some children stop asking questions because ptevious attempts rvere ignored. Others have difliculty
understanding compler questions because they ha'i.e had limited conr-ersational experience.
Children may:

. .\nswer on\ rvith "yes" or "no."

. Avoid asking for clarifrcation.

. Nlisinterpretquestions.

. Become anxious when questioned.

. Gir.-e unrelated r€sponses.

What might this look like?
A teacher asks, "Why do you think that happened?" and the child shrugs. A caregiver asks multiple questions,
and the child repeatedly answers, "I don't k11o$,." Another child never asks for help, even rvhen confused.

Parenting Implications
Support question der.elopment by:

. r\sking open-ended questions.

. Givrng chrldrcn cxtra processing ume.

. F.ncouragrngcuriosin.

. Nlodcling \ our o\\'n qucstions.

. Avoiding rapid-Fte questioning.

. Celebrating thoughtful questions as much as cortect answers.

From Undetstanding to Attunement
When children struggle with questions, ask yourself: "Has /his child hamed thal sonrusalions arc plai'es wbere

questions are we/nmed?" Children often become curious when adults ftst become curious with them.
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