
VOCABULARY GROWTH

What is this developmental skill?
Vocabulary grow& is the gmdual expansion of the wotds children understand and use. Vocabulaty ptovides
the building blocks for communicadon, learning emotional expression, and thiflkiflg. The more words
chjldren know, the more accurately they can describe their experiences and understand the world atound
them.

How does this normally develop?
Children acquire vocabulary through r{ch, er.eryday interactions. Caregil,ers riafurally inttoduce nerv wotds
while reading, playing, cooking, shopping, and talking about daily life. Childten hear thousands of words eveflr

day and gradually connect them to objects, actions, feelings, and ideas. Vocabulary continues expanding
throughout childhood and adolescence.

FIow can neglect intetfete with its development?
Neglect ofteo limits chddren's exposure to dch language. When adults interact less ftequently ot use mostly
ditecdves 1"Stop," "Come hefe," "Be quiet"), childter heat fewer desctiptive wotds and fewet explanations
atrout the wodd. Limited conversation reduces opportunities to build vocabulary across mafly ateas, including
emotioos, telationships, and abstract thinking.

What might this look like?
A child rnav:

. Use a limited variety of words.

. Have diffrcultv understanding ncw vocabularl.

. Struggle to describe feelings.

. Frequently sa.v "I don't know."

. LIse yague language.

. Have ttouble following complex classroom instructions.

. Ilxperience reading comprehension dif{iculties despite basic decoding sliills.

Patenting Implications
Vocabulan, der.,elops best through eniovable interacdons rather than memoflzat1ot7.
Hclpful sttategies include:

. Reading together dai1y.

. Taiking throughout everyday actir-ities.

. Namrng cmodons.

. lntroducing new words naturally.

. Explaining utfamiliar ,n'otds in context.

. Encouraging curiosin' and questions.

. Hal,ing frequent conversations about the child's intetests.

Repeated exposure is far more effective than cottection.

Ftom Undetstanding to Attunement
Instead of thinking: "He doesn't know enough words." Try thinking: "Euery conaersation giues him new /angaage to

understand hinxlf and the wor/d."
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